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David w. Robinson, Chief 
vl. Va. Division of Water Resources 
1201 Greenbrier Street 
Charleston. 'rN 25311 

Dear '; r : 

EPA, Region I1I 
Permit Programs Monitor ~ ng Uni~, 
3EN43MI 
6th and Wal nut S~reets 
Philad e lphia, Pennsy ~ van i 3 19i06 

C. Ron~ld Sandy, Supervisor 
w. Va . Dlv . of ~c:ter Res ources 
6321 Eme r son Avenue 
Par~ersbu~, WV 25101 

June 9, l 981 

This l etter 7s to inform ycu of toxicity informat i on 1te ha'le receiv eo 
from our supplier of the sur7actant affmonium perfluorooctanoate, also known as 
FC-143 , which is pre.sent in our outfall 005 ( p.ennit (\.1¥0001279) i n a 
concentration of abol!t 0. 1 mg/L. Tile 3M Comoany has adv i sed us tha~ this 
material has been f ound to cause defects in the unborn when fed by stomach 
tubes to female rats in a pre! ~ minary laboratory experiment. Du Pont :.ses 
FC-143 in tr.e manufacture of fluoropolyme ~ res ins. 

1'\.Jch mere test ing must be conducted to determine the significance of 
the 3M e xperiment. As part of the ongoing program to determine the safety of 
our mater i a l s, both Du Pent 's Haskell Laboratory and 3H arc= nc ... planning more 
detailed experiments. However, · we have taken the precaut i on of reassigning 
female personnel o f chilabecr i ng capab i lity to areas outs 1de those in which 
fluoropolymer resins ~re manufactured cr FC-143 is hancled. · 

At this ti me, 'HE do not ~now th e s ignificance, ~7 any, o~ thE: 
preliminary anima 1 experiment. FC-143 has bet:n in use for decades withcu~ 
apparent adverse affects in humans. 

If you ne~ additiona l information, p l e:se let me knew. 
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A. C. Huston 
Environmental Control Ccnsult3nt 
Washington Work s 
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